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Present:       Councillors P Boocock, M Benson, C Carter, A Denning, A Lynch, M Rogerson and  
 P Weatherhead. 

 
In attendance: County Councillor P Mulligan, K Eastwood (Clerk), S Mason (Lengthsman) and 9 members of 

the public.  
 
19/2099 Apologies 
  Resolved: To approve the apologies from Cllr B Mercer. 
 
19/2100 Disclosures of interest 
  None. 

 
19/2101 Minutes 

Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 4th of February 2019 were 
accepted as a true record.  
 

19/2102 Clerk and Lengthsman report on actions taken  
The Lengthsman mentioned problems in the memorial garden with deposited material that 
appeared to be attracting cats. A member offered to raise this with the contractor involved.  

 
The Clerk stated that a meeting re. dog fouling in the village had been arranged with the Interim 
Environmental Health & Clean Neighbourhoods Team Leader, on 15th March at 2pm. Cllr Mercer 
had indicated he would also be able to attend. 
 
The Clerk stated he had consulted Craven DC, enquiring whether planning permission would be 
required for the proposed youth shelter in the recreation ground. The Council had replied stating 
that pre-application advice required payment of a £25 fee.  
 
The Clerk stated he had looked into the matter in further detail and it seemed that by virtue of Part 
12 of Schedule 2 to the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995, 
the youth shelter would be classed as permitted development and the Parish Council would not 
require planning permission. 

 
19/2103 Invited Guests 

Cllr Mulligan stated that locality funding had ended for this year but will be renewed in the new 
financial year with effect from 13th May. 
 
There was a discussion on local government funding and a pilot scheme re. business rates 
retention.  
 
An issue with broken bollards was raised. Cllr Weatherhead who had previously emailed North 
Yorkshire County Council agreed to share a job number with Cllr Mulligan to enable the complaint 
to be followed up. 
 
Issues with works being undertaken by BT at Lane Ends were raised. It was suggested that the 
details should be reported to North Yorkshire’s Highways Service by the Clerk. 
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19/2104 Youth Shelter 

Quotations received were considered.  
 
Resolved: i)   To award a contract to NRL Projects Limited. 

ii)   To authorise expenditure of up to £8,000. 
 iii)  That the internal dimensions of the shelter should be 3 x 4 m. 
 

19/2105 Swings 
A revised quotation for the provision of new swings in the main recreation ground was considered.  
 
Resolved: i)  That the Clerk should also seek a quotation for the installation of replacement 

swings to the existing swing framework. 
  ii)  To consider options and costs at the next Parish Council meeting. 
 

19/2106 Freedom of Information 
A request for information and a draft response previously circulated to members was discussed. It 
was noted that recent FOI requests were placing a burden on resources and adding to the Parish 
Council’s administrative overhead, reducing capacity to undertake other activity. The Chair 
mentioned that a further request had just been received requesting copies of bank statements. 
 
Resolved: i)   That the draft response be approved and issued. 
  ii)  That the impact of ongoing FOI requests be noted. 
 

19/2107 Skipton & Craven Action for Disability 
A request for funding towards bus services for people with mobility needs in Craven was 
considered. 

 
 Resolved: To invite representatives to attend a future Parish Council meeting. 
 
19/2108 Community Public Access Defibrillators 

The Clerk discussed funding arrangements for the provision of two community public access 
defibrillators (cPADs) in Cowling. 
 
Resolved: i)  To proceed with the purchase of the cPADs and enclosures as previously identified. 

ii)  To commission an electrician to install the equipment at the two locations (Village 
Hall and Cricket Club). 

iii)   To authorise expenditure of up to £3,600. 
 
19/2109 Finance 

Resolved:  
a) To approve the accounts presented for payment. 
 
Payee Cheque No. Details Amount  

PKF Littlejohn LLP 201751 External audit fees & charges £456.00 
J C Cowgill 201752 Removal and installation of benches £372.00 
K M Eastwood 201753 Clerk's expenses £16.65 
Digital Nomads Limited 201754 Website and email services £180.00 
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Ringway Lighting 201755 Christmas lighting erection and removal £1,211.42 
St Andrew's Methodist Church 201756 Room hire £208.00 
    Total £2,444.07 

 
19/2110 External Audit 

The external audit report was received and discussed.  
 
Resolved: To receive the report and to note the comments made. To query the additional charge 
with regard to a letter reportedly sent to the Chairman that was not received.  

 
19/2111 Grant Funding Request 

A request for grant funding from the 1st Cross Hills Guides for the purchase of a tent was 
considered. 
 
Resolved: To authorise a payment of £100 as a contribution towards the cost of replacement 
equipment. 

 
19/2112 Planning 

 
Planning Ref No. Site Location Proposal Comments 
2019/20104/FUL The Old Shippon, Long Hill 

Lane, Cowling 
Change of use of agricultural land to 
residential and siting of garage. 
 

Note 1. 

2019/20128/FUL High Stubbing, Cowling Hill 
Lane, Cowling 

Conversion of stone barn to dwelling 
together with provision of holiday let. 
 

No comment. 
 

2019/20213/REM Land off Dick lane, Cowling Reserved matters application for 
approval of appearance (outline 
permission 22/2016/17439 for 3 no. 
dwellings). 
 

Note 2. 
 

2019/20246/HH Crag Side Farm Cottage, 
Dick Lane, Cowling 

Demolition of sheds and construction 
of domestic garage, access drive and 
hardstanding. 
 

No comment. 
 

 
Note 1: Cowling Parish Council objects to this application and makes the following observations: - 
 
-  The garage is almost as large as the main property. Scale and massing appears out of 
 proportion to the setting. 
-  There is room within the curtilage to build the garage. 
-  The loss of agricultural land on moorland goes against saved policy. 
 
Note 2: Cowling Parish Council object to the application as insufficient information is provided. 
There are no plans showing the relationship between the proposed buildings.  
Also there are no plans showing how the proposed development will impinge on the road and no 
details with regard to protection of the ancient hedge. 
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(Planning applications can be viewed online at https://publicaccess.cravendc.gov.uk/online-
applications).  
 

19/2113 Verbal reports from working groups and committee reps 
 
Recreation Ground: The Chair of the Recreation Working Group stated he had discussed the use 
of mini motos with the Police, who had said no offence was committed by their use in the recreation 
field. Use on the pavement or a road would amount to an offence. Advice from the Police was to 
keep an eye on the problem and if it becomes a serious issue to display a suitable sign. Details of 
a, “No unauthorised motorised vehicles” sign to be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting. A 
draft revised, “No Dogs” sign circulated previously was approved. 
 
Festive Lights: Three additional lampposts to be converted to provide power. Cllr Rogerson to 
supply the lamppost numbers. 
 
Allotments: To note the rents will fall due next month. 
 
Memorial Garden: Cllr Rogerson reported meeting with a contractor to discuss the rose garden, 
replacement of the cherry tree, cutting back brambles and reconfiguring the play area. A quote to 
be provided and another contractor to be invited to also quote for the works in the recreation field. 
The wall behind the removed tree requires repair. The Clerk to obtain quote(s).  
 

19/2114 Correspondence  
a) Bradford Community Payroll & Accounts – February month-end payroll summary. Noted. 
b) Craven District Council – Public consultation on the draft Craven local plan. Noted. 
c) Craven District Council – Clarification re. public consultation on the draft Craven local plan. 
 Noted. 
d) Email from a resident – Youth nuisance in the memorial garden. The Clerk to reply making 
 mention of the planned Youth Shelter. 
e) Email from a resident – Allotments footpath. The Clerk to contact North Yorkshire County 
 Council. To include on the agenda for further consideration at the next Parish Council meeting. 
f) Email from a resident – Parking issues on Acre Road. The Clerk to respond noting that on the 
 day mentioned there was only one person using the Village Hall. Parking issues should be 
 referred to North Yorkshire County Council. 
g) Email from a resident – Closed toilets. The Clerk to discuss further with Cllr Mercer and Craven 
 DC to be asked to give the toilets to the Parish Council. 
h) Email from a resident - signage at St Andrew’s. The Clerk to reply stating that written consent is 
 required from Harlequin’s and North Yorkshire County Council. Contact should also be made 
 with Craven DC with regard to planning consent. 
 

19/2115 Member’s community reports  
None. 
 

19/2116 To agree and note the time and date of the next Parish Council Meeting 
Resolved: That the next Parish Council meeting is held on Monday 1st April 2019 at 7pm at Saint 
Andrews Church. The Annual Parish Meeting to be held beforehand, commencing at 6.30pm. 

 
Meeting closed at 9.58 pm 


