
Annual Parish Council Meeting 2019  

2018-19 has been a year of change in many ways.  In Autumn we saw the departure of 
Andrew Mallinson as Clerk.  Andrew served the Parish Council for many years and provided 
guidance to the Council, as well as being the Responsible Financial Officer.  I would like to 
start the meeting by thanking him for his efforts.   

Following a successful interview, we appointed Ken Eastwood as the new Parish Clerk.  Ken 
has a vast experience of working in Local Government at senior levels, as well as being both 
Chair of Oxenhope Parish Council and Clerk of Harden Parish Council.  Ken has brought a 
fresh pair of eyes to our processes, such as using a third-party payroll provider to ensure 
that the Council is compliant with real time PAYE.  Whilst I acknowledge that this has caused 
some questions within the village, the Council does need to evaluate our processes to 
ensure we are compliant with any relevant legislation, most recently GDPR and the Data 
Protection Act 2018.   

This year we have extended the Christmas Lights.  Projects, such as this, can involve many 
stages, each of which have to be voted by the Council as this involves expenditure.  For 
example, for the Christmas Lights we had to cost and agree to the installation of a power 
point on the lighting columns by NYCC; review suitable Christmas decorations and agree 
their purchase; cost and agree to have the lights fitted; arrange delivery and installation of 
the new lights and agree and arrange for storage.  I would like to thank Dean and Dominique 
at the Harlequin Bistro for the loan of their cellar to store the lights on a temporary basis. 

November saw the commemoration of the end of World War I.  As part of this we assigned 
funds for the re-development of the Memorial Garden.  Sadly, we were let down by the firm 
engaged to re-develop the area.  Thankfully, we were able to engage a local man, Eliot 
Svenson, at short notice to improve the area.  I think you would agree that is a more 
welcoming entrance to the Recreation Ground and I would like to thank Eliot for his efforts 
and the gift of flowers in front of the memorial.  The improvements to the garden are on-
going and we intend to improve planting, including some new rose bushes and other 
planting. 

I would like to thank those who attended the Remembrance Sunday service and helped 
make the event a success, including St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Cowling School and 
Chris Silberberg - apologies if there is anybody who I have not mentioned.  I would also like 
to thank those who walked up the Crag to attend the beacon lighting and all those who 
braved the wind to help with the lighting.  

The Council has recently agreed to purchase two defibrillators for the village. These will be 
located outside the Village Hall and the Cricket Club area.  We also continue to develop the 
website.  

As well as projects such as this much of the work of the Council is mundane repairs, much of 
which falls on the Clerk to arrange.  I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Scott 
for his efforts in trying to keep the village tidy and for the odd minor repair.  Most recently 



we have replaced three benches; repaired the wall in the Hartley Memorial Field and 
replaced the sign in the toddlers play area.   

This year has also seen frustrations.  Progress in the Recreation Ground has not been as 
swift as I or the Council would like.  For example, we reviewed options for replacing the old 
Youth Shelter.  The commercial products available were deemed as not suitable - they were 
intended for school playgrounds and it was felt that they would not be robust enough.  
Given this we decided that a built structure would be more durable.  Despite contacting 20 
builders we received only 2 quotes.   

The drainage in the recreation ground is an on-going issue.  Having received the results of 
the survey we asked the surveyors to tender for a design for the drainage.  It was felt that 
the cost of the design did not provide good value for money and so the Council continues to 
review other ways we can improve the drainage.   

At this point I would like to thank Grant Devine and members of the Rec Working group for 
their efforts.   

Looking forward to 2019/20 we are looking to put a Multi-Use Games Area within the 
Recreation Ground.  The Council has agreed to provide £50,000 towards this and are 
applying to various grant awarding bodies.  In order to provide this the Parish Precept has 
increased by 6% for the coming year.  Other projects include the continued development of 
the Memorial Garden and further provision of Christmas lights.   

In conclusion I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their contributions over the last 
year and those who attend Parish Council meetings as this enables the council to listen to 
concerns as well as ideas to improve the village. 

 

Philip Boocock 
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